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man & his environment

thinking in
all  dimensions





Many issues in the 21st century have to be seen in relation-
ship to each other. The Royal Haskoning professionals are
able to couple technical and managerial know-how with
understanding of social developments and a well devel-
oped empathy. It is not just our clients who benefit from
this. With an eye to the fragile environmental balance of
our planet, solutions are also aimed at protecting life.
Royal Haskoning is a reliable and creative partner for both
the business community and government. For our spe-
cialists, who are continually working on the practical
application of innovative ideas, the sustainable interaction
between man & his surroundings is key.
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The mobility issue is high on the agenda of the business

community and politicians. Despite the predictions about

the digital revolution, the internet and e-mail have not yet

led to a reduction in mobility. On the contrary, the number

of traffic movements is still increasing. In the Netherlands,

a doubling of the total volume of transported goods is

expected by 2020, while the number of passenger kilo-

metres will have increased by ten to fifteen percent.

Congestion affects every densely populated and urban

area of the world and calls for a creative long-term policy.

Accessibility is a good thing, but where mobility is con-

cerned, safety and the quality of the environment are

the key issues. On the one hand, the infrastructure needs

to be extended and reinforced, while on the other scarce

green spaces have to be spared wherever possible.

The whole transport system will have to be reviewed

before new concepts can lead to successful projects and

effective solutions.

considerating wild life, quality of life and

mobility
t h i n k i n g  i n  a l l  d i m e n s i o n s  >  >  m o b i l i t y  o f  p e o p l e  a n d  g o o d s  >  >  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  s p a c e  >  >  c l i m



Because Royal Haskoning approaches projects from all

dimensions, the quality of the decision-making improves.

Many disciplines play a significant role in tackling complex

transport problems. A more efficient use of the existing

infrastructure, alternative transport methods, reducing the

volume of transport, just-in- time deliveries—they are all

partial solutions that can only deliver real results when

used as part of a coherent plan. No solution is acceptable

that does not give due consideration to wildlife, the quality

of life and road safety. Royal Haskoning’s integrated and

multidisciplinary methodology guarantees an approach

that is not only technically innovative and advanced, but

also takes account of the interests of all concerned.

road safety

a t e  c h a n g e  >  >  s a f e t y  &  r i s k s  >  >  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  w o r k i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t >  >  a e s t h e t i c s  >  >  
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All over the world, densely populated areas are struggling

with a shortage of space. While the supply is decreasing,

the demand is increasing. Politicians have to make assess-

ments and choices in relation to conflicting claims on the

scarce space. Development planning must be creative in

the coming years and encourage spatial transformation

processes, but must also protect existing landscapes and

limit the expansion and splintering of the use of space in

our daily lives. The complexity of this multi-dimensional

issue is further increased by complicated procedures,

which can significantly delay the implementation of plans.

Royal Haskoning can join in at all levels in thinking

about changes in the use of space and can give advice

on the process, vision forming, design and engineering.

Here again, a multidisciplinary approach is indispensable.

In urban areas it may be about the spatial layout of

residential areas, linking to station locations, or fitting

transformation of space
t h i n k i n g  i n  a l l  d i m e n s i o n s  >  >  m o b i l i t y  o f  p e o p l e  a n d  g o o d s  >  >  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  s p a c e  >  >  c l i m

sustainability through balancing all interests



in sustainable industrial estates. In rural areas, restructur-

ing is needed that takes account of protecting scenic

and cultural values, but also of economic vitality and

social cohesion.

In the future, the multiple and intensive use of space

will have to be combined with the creation of conditions

for sustainable spatial quality. The open green spaces

represent a social value that has to be considered when

choosing locations for living and working. In a similar

fashion to mobility and safety, shortage of space issues

play a prominent role in public opinion. Royal Haskoning

approaches projects from all dimensions and strives

for sustainable and broadly supported solutions.

m a t e  c h a n g e  >  >  s a f e t y  &  r i s k s  >  >  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  w o r k i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t >  >  a e s t h e t i c s  >  >
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t h i n k i n g  i n  a l l  d i m e n s i o n s  >  >  m o b i l i t y  o f  p e o p l e  a n d  g o o d s  >  >  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  s p a c e  >  >  

Global warming as a result of the greenhouse effect may

have dramatic consequences in the future. We are

already seeing that extreme weather conditions are

occurring more frequently all over the world. While in dry

areas the desert is advancing ever further, in temperate

zones there will be more frequent floods caused by more

rain and rising sea levels. There is not as yet any agree-

ment over the precise cause, but there can be no doubt

that the process is ongoing and not easy to stop. Both

the causes and the consequences will have to be dealt

with. Economic growth all over the world goes hand in

hand with increasing greenhouse gas emissions. National

governments have committed themselves to a substantial

reduction with the Kyoto Protocol in 1998. Because

climate change is literally a worldwide problem, several

international mechanisms have now been developed

to help industrialised countries to achieve their targets.

Energy-efficient concepts and sustainable energy sources

climate change

translating good intentions into concrete



as alternatives to the wholesale use of fossil fuels will

also have to be given serious consideration in the

near future.

Preventative measures are not enough in themselves.

After all, climate changes have enormous consequences.

River systems and coastal defence works are designed

on the basis of what we know about the current climate.

In order to prevent major problems there will have to be

significant investments in modifications to the drainage

and storage capacity of rivers, coastal defences and

erosion control, new sewer systems and water treatment

plants. Royal Haskoning has the integrated knowledge

and expertise needed for translating good intentions into

concrete measures at a local level.

c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  >  >  s a f e t y  &  r i s k s  >  >  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  w o r k i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t >  >  a e s t h e t i c s  >  >

measures at a local level
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In recent years, disasters–both natural and man-made-

crime and terrorism have created a growing feeling of

insecurity. Safety and risk management have become hot

items. Disasters caused by human failings, like those in

Enschede and Toulouse, have led to a greater awareness

of latent risks and the possibilities for prevention.

More attention is being paid to regulations and especially

to enforcing them. Climate change is causing extreme

weather conditions to occur increasingly often. As well

as reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases, work

must also be done to develop sound defences against

natural forces.

For safety issues where people are the unknown factor,

Royal Haskoning’s chain approach leads to sustainable

solutions. Whether it is about effective disaster road

working on a safe living environment

t h i n k i n g  i n  a l l  d i m e n s i o n s  >  >  m o b i l i t y  o f  p e o p l e  a n d  g o o d s  >  >  c h a n g i n g  s p a c e s  >  >  

safety & risks


